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MINUTES OF THE WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION FOR 
 THE TOWN OF STAR VALLEY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2009 @ 6:00PM
3632 EAST HIGHWAY 260, STAR VALLEY, AZ

STAR VALLEY TOWN HALL

 CALL TO ORDER
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-led by Chairperson Leis
 ROLL CALL:  

Chairman Vern Leis: X; Vice-Chairman William Davis: excused absence; William Heath: excused 
absence; Bob Hibbert: X; Ray Lyons: X; Mark Freegard: X; Brad Jones: X

 Staff Present: Chancy A. Nutt, Finance Administrator
 Others Present: Del Newland, Wayne Van Horn, Karen Benjamin, Barbara Hartwell, Garrett 

Goldman and Mike Ploughe of Tetra Tech Inc. 

 CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

1. Approval of the Regular Water and Sewer Commission meeting minutes held on August 6, 2009.
A motion was made by Commission Member Jones to approve the meeting minutes held on 
August 6, 2009 and Commission Member Lyons seconded the motion.
The motion is voted on and passed 6-0.

 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:
1. Presentation & discussion of sewer study to date by Tetra Tech Inc.

Mr. Garrett Goldman addressed the Commission and presented two maps for the Commission 
Members to view in accordance with his update report. Mr. Goldman stated he will need 
further direction from the Commission on a few items in order for the study to be completed. 
Mr. Goldman distributed a handout (see attached) for the Commission to utilize during the 
presentation. Mr. Goldman explained that the figures for the mapping are from the Northern 
Gila County Sanitary District and feel that they provide a good basis for the calculations. Mr. 
Goldman explained the graph as it related to the handout to explain that the columns are based 
on demographics of Star Valley. Mr. Goldman stated he felt that 54 gallons per person/ per day 
is the best figure to proceed with; a higher number could cause over-sized pipes and treatment 
plant. Mr. Goldman explained that if the Town had a water system with which water bills could 
be itemized and calculated, then a full rate per home could be formed; however those types of 
detailed reports are not worth the Towns’ time at this phase of planning. Mr. Goldman 
explained that the handout also shows a table of gallons per acre/per day and this figure will be 
modified throughout the study in hopes of having a comparable number to the Town of Payson 
so that the size of a sanitary district can be calculated. Mr. Goldman went on to explain his 
second exhibit showing one option for a sanitary district on Houston Mesa Rd. Mr. Goldman 
explained that every direction would be flowing downhill to this point, which is ideal for the 
project. Mr. Goldman stated future reports would show the Town broken down into six (6) 
areas ideal for a sanitation district. Commission Member Jones asked Mr. Goldman about the 
Elk Landing area to which Mr. Goldman explained that there was a pump system in place that 
would supplement the gravity issue. 
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Mr. Goldman directed the Commission’s attention to the land use codes column and subsystem 
as it relates to area on the exhibit and explained that the numbers in this section are the 
acreages. Mr. Goldman explained that the last page demonstrates the grand total section and 
will need one (1) million gallons per day to be a water server for Star Valley and design a plan 
to expand in the future. Chairperson Leis asked about the system that had been installed in the 
Star Vale area by Ray Lyons. Mr. Goldman stated the system was good for small areas and 
easy to install and maintain, but has a limited capacity. Mr. Goldman explained that a medium 
scale facility is needed for Star Valley. Commission Member Jones asked how the numbers 
would be affected if the Northern Gila County Sanitary District and Chaparral Pines were 
added to the calculations. Mr. Goldman replied that it would take an additional one (1) million 
gallons per day. Commission Member Jones asked if that would be the same size as the Town 
of Payson and Mr. Goldman replied in the affirmative. Mr. Goldman stated that it would take 
some acreage for the facility, however, technology would help to keep it compact. Mr. 
Goldman stated that technology increases the cost. Mr. Goldman stated that the Town’s
General Plan is in accordance with the plans for a sanitation facility and the overall 
development of Star Valley. Chairperson Leis stated he did not feel a need to consider future 
growth. Mr. Goldman stated that perhaps they should mention a possible third option for a 
development area. Commission Member Jones suggested changing the scope of the study
however, Mr. Goldman stated that it is not necessary, rather the Commission should simply be 
aware that the treatment facility may need to expand in the future. Chairperson Leis stated that 
the Commission does want to plan for future expansion, but the decision will not be based on
the estimated figures of possible future growth. Commission Member Jones asked Mr. 
Goldman what would be the ideal location for a treatment facility. Commission Member Lyons
suggested the area around Lyon Springs. Mr. Goldman stated he had begun working on a 
presentation to demonstrate his choices however; it was not yet ready for the Commission to 
review. Chairperson Leis stated that the General Plan states that a treatment facility will not be 
within a human friendly area. Mr. Goldman assured the Commission he had taken that into 
consideration and the areas will be up further from the populated areas of Star Valley. 
Commission Member Jones pointed out that there is forest service land in that area and Mr. 
Goldman responded that the Town will have to develop a road system to bypass those areas. 
Chairperson Leis stated that the Commission would look at all possible locations and options 
but will have to consider costs. Mr. Goldman stated that once the study is completed, funding 
from the forest service might be petitioned. Chairperson Leis stated that any new information 
can be discussed during the following four sessions. Mr. Goldman asked if the Commission is 
comfortable with the information and direction of the study thus far. Commission Member 
Jones stated that a treatment facility is a political hard sell due to the housing area. Mr. 
Goldman replied that he understood and is considering the less developed area further south,
which is an ideal situation. Mr. Goldman stated that any access issues can be remedied and will 
keep the Commission updated. Mr. Goldman concluded by stating that he felt that the project is 
making good progress.

Hearing no other discussion Chairperson Leis tabled the item pending further information. 

2. Presentation and discussion of CC Craign water and it’s availability by Michael Ploughe, 
P.G.

Chairperson Leis stated that he has asked the Gila County Supervisors for recommendations on 
who would be a source of information for this issue the Town has been facing. The Gila County 
Supervisors agreed that Michael Ploughe was the foremost expert on this issue. Mr. Ploughe 
addressed the Commission and stated that there is a lot of surface right water to be claimed, 
however it can become complicated. Mr. Ploughe stated it was a long road for Payson to obtain 
CC Craigin water in that the criteria required their town to repair existing water lines by 
Washington Park and then apply for access to the water. Mr. Ploughe distributed a handout to 
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help present some ideas to the Commission as well as facts that will help answer questions and
read through the handout with the Commission (see attached). Chairperson Leis asked Mr. 
Ploughe whether or not Payson was required to relinquish pumping rights when they entered 
into their agreement. Mr. Ploughe replied that SRP always expects something in return,
however, the requirement for the town was that they live within their water supply. Mr. 
Ploughe stated that when the Town understands their resources, they will understand what can 
be sacrificed. Chairperson Leis asked that if after Payson was allowed to draw out water, will
there be sufficient water resource left to petition; Mr. Ploughe replied in the affirmative. 

Hearing no other discussion Chairperson Leis tabled the agenda item and called for a five (5) 
minute recess. 

3. Discussion and possible action regarding dates for open citizens meetings on Star Valley 
Water & Sewer Issues. 

Chairperson Leis stated that at the previous Town Council Meeting, it was decided to hold the 
Work Study Forum every last Tuesday of the month beginning in October 2009. Chairperson 
Leis explained that the meetings will continue until the Commission feels they have reached 
and heard from the public to curb unfounded accusations. Commission Member Jones stated
that he felt there is not sufficient time between the Work Study and the Commission Meetings 
to accomplish anything brought to light in the Work Study sessions. Chairperson Leis stated 
that the last Tuesday of each month was selected due to the full calendar of the Town Hall with 
all the other Commission and Town Council Meetings, along with the availability of Town Hall 
Staff.

4. Discussion and possible action on the status of well monitoring rain gauges, 
removal/replacement sites for said items (by Mark Freegard).

Commission Member Freegard reported to the Commission that the well monitor and rain 
gauge had been relocated from the Phil White Ford location to the Lumberman’s location. 
Commission Member Freegard distributed graphs of the well monitoring reports. Commission 
Member Freegard stated that three wells were not able to be read at the same time due to 
technical issues and those reports are not available. Commission Member Freegard stated that 
the technical issues are that the rain gauge batteries were all low if not dead, and new batteries 
had been ordered through the Town Hall Staff. Commission Member Lyons asked what the 
life of the batteries had been and Commission Member Freegard responded that the batteries 
last a year in the rain gauges. Commission Member Newland stated that the rain gauges had a 
tendency to be clogged with leaves and dirt. Chairperson Leis explained that as long as the 
water can work it’s way down through the leaves, it will be accounted for as the design 
provides for natural obstructions. Commission Member Freegard reiterated that a new rain 
gauge is still in the storage room at Star Valley Town Hall. Chairperson Leis stated that the 
Commission would look for new location for the rain gauges. Furthermore, Chairperson Leis 
reported that the owners of the Sampson well had requested that the monitor be removed, 
however the concern was that dirt would leak into the well from the open top. Chairperson 
Leis stated that the Commission will have the top sealed with a concrete pour as well as give 
the owners monthly updates on what the monitor is showing. Chairperson Leis stated that 
recent newspaper articles have not reported accurately on the water shortages in Star Valley. 
Also, Chairperson Leis stated that he has made copies of the Tower Well monitoring graph so 
that it would match the information in Star Valley.

5. Discussion and possible action of new LFR contract for providing data from Star Valley 
well and rain gauge monitors for next 12 months 10-1-2009 thru 9-30-2010.

Chairperson Leis stated that he has sent via email the information to Vice-Chairperson Davis so 
he could read it during his vacation and then read aloud Vice-Chairperson Davis’ reply. 
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Chairperson Leis stated that the LFR study cost exceeds the amount allowed by the Town 
Manager without approval of the Town Council ($5,000), so the item must be put on the 
agenda for the following Town Council Meeting. Chairperson Leis stated that the Commission 
should understand that they are asking for funds to increase the well probes to sixteen (16) and 
that they be monitored on a monthly basis. Commission Member Lyons stated that he would 
also like an increase in rain monitors. Chairperson Leis stated that there are three (3) currently 
in use and one in the storage room of Star Valley Town Hall. Commission Member Lyons 
stated that due to the weather patterns and terrain, the rain gauges need to be extended to gather 
accurate information. Chairperson Leis agreed and stated that if the cost was under $5,000 that 
the Town Council will not have to approve the purchase. 

Commission Member Lyons made a motion to buy four (4) new well monitors as well as 
batteries to be changed every six months and Commission Member Heath seconded the motion.
The motion was voted on and passed 6-0.

6. Discussion and update of Capital League of AZ Cities & Towns 2009 Annual Conference.
a. Public/Private for large construction projects
b. Arizona’s emerging water issues

Chairperson Leis  stated that after attending the conference, it is apparent that each of the 
leagues are in the same situation of lack of funding for water system upgrades or starting new 
projects. Chairperson Leis stated that perhaps finding an engineer willing to front the cost and 
receive payment when billing begins, however, most cities and towns are in the same situation 
of no ground or surface water and are looking into other sources. 

7. Discussion and Update of CAAG Water quality planning strategy sub-regions and 
priorities. 

Chairperson Leis stated he attended CAAG water meeting in Apache Junction which provided 
ample amounts of information and he will be sharing this with the Commission as it becomes 
relevant and available. 

8. Discussion and update of various items by the Chairperson. 
Chairperson Leis stated he intends to invite ACC to the next Water & Sewer Commission 
Meeting to discus private and municipality water and to determine what is involved in gaining 
access to the water. Chairperson Leis also stated there will also be discussion on Town and 
Forest Service wells. Chairperson Leis  stated there are a lot of issues involved with gaining 
CC Craigen water but perhaps the ACC will be able to help and clarify matters. Chairperson 
Leis discussed with Commission Member Heath how the Sky Run well is a key factor in 
gaining CC Craigin water as it establishes the Town as a purveyor of water if the Town can 
legally exempt it from Brooke Utilities domain. Furthermore, Chairperson Leis explained that 
the well is facing some legal issues as to who is the controlling party. 

 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Commission Member Jones stated that he attended a Water and Water Shed class at the Gila County 
Community College conducted by a geologist. Commission Member Jones stated that he feels the 
presentation would be very good for the Commission to have at their next meeting. 

 ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Commission Member Jones to adjourn the meeting and Commission 
Member Lyons seconded the motion.
The motion is voted on and passed 6-0.
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APPROVED:

_____________________________________________________ Date: _________________
Vern Leis, Chairperson

ATTEST:

_______________________________________________
Josie Castillo, Deputy Town Clerk

CERTIFICATION:  

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular 
meeting of the Water and Sewer Commission of the Town of Star Valley held on this day, the 16th of  
September, 2009.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held, and that a quorum was 
present.

Dated this 5th day of November, 2009.

__________________________________________
Chancy A. Nutt, Finance Administrator


